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STAT

CBS FACE THE NATION .
11 September 1983

F;om CBS News, Washington, a spontaneous and unrehearsed news interview F

.N;tion with Senate Majority leader Howard Baker of Tennessee. Sen Bakon §§e The
Questioned by CBS News congressional correspondent Phil Jones; by éafy Mzé ey, O
Tepcrier for the Washington Post: and by the moderator, CBS News correspo ZorZ,Ga
Herman. Face the Nation is produced by CBS News which is solely re;‘onp’glen: iy
selection of today's guest and panel, pomsible for the

HERMAN:' Sen. Baker, the Stzte Department has released some revisions of th
transcrz?t of the broadcast of the Soviet pilot who shot down the Rorean 1: On
of them is now, it used to read, '] have enough time.' It's now translatid Ze- 'The
do.not see me.' Another one has now been translated as, 'l am firing cannon :’ t 9?
wnich the State Department points out could have been, not necessarily vere‘ buis s’ld
pave been the tracer bullets which the Soviets say their Pilot fired to w‘r; t; COUI:
11 turns out, in fact, that these were tracer bullets, does it affect the‘sit' :?. i
any at 211? Does it change the picture? BAKER: No, I don't think so. MNr Bua s
B?t 1 do congratulate the administration and the State Department with, oi; :;ma:°
?1tb tbe.release of this information. I, I, I think that it is an impoftan? ':a z
information 2nd that the American people and the world should be aware of it PlIce o
talke§ to Secretary Shultz this morning, early, and he gave me this informat;on and
expla;ne§ the background. That is to say since we received these tapes from our
fourceg in the Far East, for some time now they have been pPlayed over ancd over by our
1nFell;§ence and seFurity people, and the tapes have been, as they say elect;ongcall
énnancec over a period of time, that js, by coﬁputér.réconstruction so’that they can 7
try to get the least bit of conversation. And onme of the bits of conversation on that
tfpe, that'they‘ve now developed, was indeed the, the conversation from one of the )
Pilots saying, 'l have now, I have fired cannon bursts.' Now, it would be awfull

. easy fer th? ad?inistration Just to ignore that, but tﬁey didn't. And I, I thinkythe
were Very wise in releasing it. Now, I, I, I think even if you accept tge idea that v
these vere wgrn%ng shots, perhaps they were the tracers that the Russians claimed t
hav? §1Fed, 3t s still no justification by anv stretch of the imagination f:i ; :
2 c1v;lza§ airliper, 2 civilian 747. But in 211 fairness, you've got to sa ; 0“?;33
conversation, I can't tell whether they were tracer bullets, It savs ’canny ron ?EI
an? whether they were warning shots or fired at the plane.., I. I 'I re‘llondgc?gds’
think there is any point in me trying to decide that. The impo;ta;t poi;t.y. .

HERMAN: They were apparently fired from behind the plane, which is not how you fire a
tracer bullet to get attention (inaudible) ... BAKER: Exactly right

?ERHANS :..from canopy Fo canopy. BARER: Ané it is also clear from other
LfiﬂS?lSSlO?S Fhat.the pilot of the 747 made no mention °of it in his transmission
There's no indication that they saw it. That, that I'm afrajd is the most I can ;ay

about it. I do not think it changes the, the gr 1
be _ c ) ETuesome nature of th )
this unarmed azircraft. . € Séfzet assault on

Tk % ok ok % & %

JONES: Senator, it seems almost daily we're getting new inféfﬁfefationE' new
translations of, of what was said between the pilots, etec. At ‘any point’have you had
any sufpicions that perhaps the Korean government was not being totally truthfuwl with
the United States, and that in fact the commerical -zirliner might have been fitted
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